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NWS POCATELLO
FIRE WEATHER for SOUTHEASTERN  IDAHO - 2003

1. NEW FOR THE 2003 SEASON.  The Internet based spot forecast request system is now a
permanent nationwide program and can be accessed through our home page.  However, access
must be pre-arranged with the Pocatello Weather Forecast Office (WFO) or the system will not
recognize your computer.  This system will shorten the time required to process the spot request.
Another benefit of the system is interactive communication between our office and the
requesting agency.  This will permit questions and additional information to be passed between
offices.  Our telephone and FAX numbers for requesting spot forecasts will continue to be
available.

The 12-hour expiration time for spot forecasts implemented in 2002 will be removed this year.
This was done to avoid any misinterpretation.

Fire weather zone 411 has been separated out from zones 412 and 413, making a total of four
forecast areas (see paragraph 4 below).  This zone is climatologically very different from the
others.

The terms scattered and widely scattered (see paragraph 3D below) are used inter-changeably
with respect to thunderstorms.  The areal coverage of thunderstorm activity remains unchanged
and 15 percent of areal thunderstorm coverage will still be used for the red flag program.

2. TIMES OF OPERATION.  This forecast office is staffed 24 hours-a-day, seven days-a-week
throughout the year.  Office staffing will be adjusted during the fire season to accommodate
anticipated workload.

3. FIRE WEATHER SERVICES.  Basic services provided by the Pocatello WFO are
summarized in Table 1 (see next page).  Some seasonal variation in services due to fire danger
and weather conditions is expected.  This schedule may be modified upon mutual agreement
between the Pocatello WFO and area customer agencies.
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Available Issuance Time

Routine Fire Weather
Forecast

5/1 to 5/31

6/1 to 10/18

1600 MDT

0900 and 1600 MDT

NFDRS Trend Forecast 6/1 to 10/18 1530-1545 MDT

Spot requests and phone
briefings

24-hours a day, 7 days a
week

As needed

Fire Weather Watch and
Red Flag Warning

24-hours a day, 7 days a
week

As needed

Table 1.  Schedule of basic services.

A. Site Specific (spot) Forecasts.  This office operates 24 hours-a-day, throughout the year.
Requests for spot forecasts are preferred via Internet (see below) but may be faxed to this
office by using WS Form D-1, with blocks 1 through 12 as complete as possible.  In urgent
situations, the request can be phoned in.  Average turn around time should be 30 minutes,
but not more than about 45 minutes, depending on work load.  Priority will be given to
wildfires and life threatening situations.  The completed forecast will be returned via Internet
or fax as appropriate and transmitted to WIMS.  The Pocatello WFO will make a backup call
to the appropriate dispatch or point of contact indicated on WS Form D-1 to insure receipt
of the forecast.

Requesting spot forecasts via the Internet.  Spot forecast requests may be initiated via the
Internet from our home page, or directly at the following URL:

www.wrh.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/wrspot/spotmon?site=pih

It is anticipated that this system will speed processing time and facilitate communication by
permitting questions or additional information to be passed between offices.

  
B. Spot Forecast Feedback.  Our goal is to provide the best possible service to you.  In many

cases, the only way we know what happened on a remote incident is if we hear from you.
  Please phone in concerns or comments about our forecasts to the forecaster on duty.  You
may also send your comments in the remarks section on the next Internet request, or by using
the “feedback” option on the already processed Internet request. Lastly, you can enter them
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in block 13 of any subsequent WS Form D-1 requests.  If weather conditions or our forecast
services significantly impact your operations, please notify Bob Survick, Fire Weather
Program Leader, via phone or e-mail.

C. Fire Weather Watch/Red Flag Warning Products.  These products are normally issued
with the routine forecast package, but may be issued as a separate product.  Coordination
calls are made as needed to local dispatch centers to verify fuel conditions.  When a
watch/warning is issued, the Eastern Great Basin Geographic Area Coordination Center
(GACC) will be notified.  Time permitting, the affected dispatch centers will also be notified
by phone.

D. Conditions That Indicate A Red Flag Event.  Fire weather watches and red flag warnings,
are issued for conditions of high to extreme fire danger and dry fuels (as determined by land
management agencies) in combination with one of the following: 

1. Scattered or greater (> 15% of areal coverage)  “dry” thunderstorm activity.   A
thunderstorm is considered “dry” if it produces little or no precipitation ( < 0.10 inch)
but significant lightning.

2. The occurrence of scattered or greater (> 15% of areal coverage) lightning after an
extremely dry period.

In the Eastern Great Basin prolonged dry periods are common.  Eventually the airmass
over the region begins to become unstable during such times.  Thunderstorms will begin
to develop in that unstable airmass, and often these storms will “initially” be dry.  If the
thunderstorms are briefly “wet” during prolonged dry periods, numerous ignitions or
wildfire starts from “holdovers” are possible.

3. Strong winds and low relative humidity: sustained (10-minute average) winds > 20 mph
and/or wind gusts > 35 mph for 3 hours or more; and relative humidity < 15%, except
for fire weather zones 409 and 410, relative humidity < 10%.   

4. In the judgement of the forecaster, weather conditions will create a critical fire control
situation.  These conditions may include strong microburst winds, passage of a cold front
or a strong wind shift, or Haines Index of 5 or 6 combined with extremely hot and dry
conditions (e.g. very low humidity <10% day and <35% night).
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4. DESCRIPTION OF THE POCATELLO FIRE WEATHER DISTRICT.  The Pocatello Fire
Weather District covers all of eastern Idaho from the Salmon-Challis National Forest, south to
the state border between Idaho and Nevada/Utah and extends east to the Idaho-Wyoming state
border, including the Wyoming portion of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest.  The Idaho
portion of Yellowstone National Park, remains part of fire weather zone 416, and will be covered
by the Riverton Fire Weather Office.

In order to simplify forecasts, the fire weather zones in eastern Idaho have been configured into
four major forecast areas listed below:

A. Forecast Area 1 - East Central Idaho Mountains.

Zone 405 The northern portion of the Salmon-Challis National Forest and portions of the
Upper Columbia-Salmon Clearwater BLM District located east of the Middle
Fork of the Salmon River.  Elevations very from about 3,200 to 9,900 feet ASL.

Zone 406 The southern portion of the Salmon-Challis National Forest, including portions
of the Upper Columbia-Salmon Clearwater BLM District located east of the
Middle Fork of the Salmon River.  Elevations very from about 4,800 to 12,200
feet ASL.

Zone 407 The north portion of the Sawtooth National Forest, the Sawtooth National
Recreation Area, and southeast portion of the Salmon-Challis National Forest.
Elevations very from about 5,400 to 12,600 feet ASL (Borah Peak = 12,662 feet).

B. Forecast Area 2 - Upper Snake River Plain.

Zone 409 Upper Snake River BLM District of South Central Idaho located north of the
Snake River including Minidoka Wildlife Refuge.  Elevations very from about
2,900 to 8,800 feet ASL.

Zone 410 The northeast portion of the Upper Snake River BLM District, Craters of The
Moon National Monument, Camas National Wildlife Refuge, Idaho State Land
Department (Cottonwood Protective District), and approximately the southeast
one third of both the Birch Creek and Little Lost River Valleys.  Elevations very
from about 4,400 to 7,500 feet ASL.

C. Forecast Area 3 - Southeast Idaho Highlands. 

Zone 412 The southern portion of the Sawtooth National Forest and Upper Snake River
BLM District of South Central Idaho located  south of the Snake River.
Elevations very from about 3,700 to 10,300 feet ASL.

Zone 413 The Caribou-Targhee National Forest, south of Palisades Reservoir.  Portions of
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the Upper Snake River BLM District located east of the Snake River, Grays Lake
National Wildlife Refuge and Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge.  Elevations
very from about 4,500 to 9,900 feet ASL.

D. Forecast Area 4 - The Upper Snake Highlands. 

Zone 411 The Caribou-Targhee National Forest north of Palisades Reservoir, excluding the
eastern slopes of the Lemhi Mountain Range.  Elevations very from about 5,300
to 11,400 feet ASL.
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STATION STN NO. RAWS ID COUNTY ST AGENCY LOCATION SEC TWP RNG ELEV
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ZONE 405

Indianola 101303 3234455A Lemhi ID Salmon/Challis NF 45:24oN 114:10oW 24 24N 19E 3450
Kriley Creek 101315 3251F326 Lemhi ID Salmon Blm 45:21oN 113:53oW  6 23N 22E 5200
Long Tom 101304 Manual Lemhi ID Salmon/Challis NF 45:21oN 114:34oW 10 23N 16E 8235
Salmon 101310 325370C6 Lemhi ID Salmon BLM 45:09oN 113:56oW 11 21N 21E 4960
Skull Gulch 101311 3241E91C Lemhi ID Salmon/Challis NF 45:20oN 114:28oW  8 23N 16E 5920

 ZONE 406

Bonanza 101813 3241F4B8 Custer ID Salmon/Challis NF 44:23oN 114:44oW 19 12N 15E 6410
Challis 101803 323151EC Custer ID Salmon/Challis NF 44:30oN 114:13oW 33 14N 19E 5250
Ezra Creek 101314 325103A2 Lemhi ID Salmon BLM 44:51oN 114:02oW 31 18N 21E 6660
Little Creek 101805 32415440 Custer ID Salmon/Challis NF 44:43oN 115:02oW 16 16N 12E 4400
Leadore 101312 325D975C Lemhi ID Salmon BLM 44:42oN 113:20oW 22 16N 26E 6040
Road Creek 101816 3252E75E Custer ID Salmon BLM 44:10oN 114:01oW 29 10N 21E 8390

ZONE 407

Copper Basin 101814 3241FA6A Custer ID Salmon/Challis NF 43:48oN 113:49oW 33  6N 22E 7820
Fleck Summit 102802 3267A5E4 Camas ID Sawtooth NF 43:37oN 114:53oW   3  3N 16E 6500
Horton Peak 101812 325EA5CB Custer ID Sawtooth NF 43:57oN 114:46oW 12  7N 14E 8400
North Fork 102903  Manual Blaine ID Sawtooth NF 43:47oN 114:25oW 10  5N 17E 6290
Ohio Gulch 102906 3252614A Blaine ID Shoshone BLM 43:36oN 114:19oW   2  3N 18E 6220
Stanley 101809  Manual Custer ID Sawtooth NF 44:14oN 114:55oW   4 10N 13E 6286

ZONE 409

Bell Mtn LO 102901  Manual Blaine ID Shoshone BLM 43:26oN 114:07oW  7  1N 20E 7988
Deer Haven 102711 3250E2AA Elmore ID Shoshone BLM 43:10oN 115:09oW  9  3S 11E 5520
Kimama Butte 103601  Manual Minidoka ID Shoshone BLM 42:45oN 113:54oW  5  8S 22E 5074
Notch Butte 103401  Manual Lincoln ID Shoshone BLM 42:53oN 114:25oW 22  6S 17E 4337
Potter Butte 102907 325320BA Blaine ID Shoshone BLM 43:14oN 113:34oW 26  2S 24E 4940
Rock Lake 103403 3253D03E Lincoln ID Shoshone BLM 42:58oN 114:04oW 22  5S 20E 4260
Shoshone 103402  Manual Lincoln ID Shoshone BLM 42:56oN 114:24oW  2  6S 17E 3980



STATION STN NO. RAWS ID COUNTY ST AGENCY LOCATION SEC TWP RNG ELEV
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ZONE 410

Arco 101905 325CD6AC Butte ID Idaho Falls BLM 43:37oN 113:23oW  5  3N 26E 5380
Craters - Moon 101903  Manual Butte ID Idaho Falls BLM 43:27oN 113:31oW 26  2N 24E 5897
Crystal 103703 325140A8 Power ID Idaho Falls BLM 42:59oN 113:12oW 15  5S 28E 5064
Gas Caves 102106 3251C6BC Fremont ID Idaho Falls BLM 44:10oN 111:46oW 30 10N 40E 5740
Mulkey Bar 101906 325247A6 Butte ID Idaho Falls BLM 44:09oN 113:23oW 32 10N 26E 6320
Swan Valley 103101  Manual Bonneville ID Targhee NF 43:27oN 111:10oW  1  1N 43E 5260
3 Mile 102004 326F772A Clark ID Targhee NF 44:24oN 112:06oW  4 12N 37E 6625

ZONE 411

Island Park 102105  Manual Fremont ID Targhee NF 44:25oN 111:23oW 27 13N 43E 6284
Moody 102301 325EF5B4 Madison ID Targhee NF 43:39oN 111:35oW 29  4N 42E 6760
Pine Creek Pass 102401 3285C07C Teton ID Targhee NF 43:32oN 111:12oW 13  3N 44E 7240

ZONE 412

Bull Springs 104006 3253E5A4 Twin Falls ID Burley BLM 42:05oN 114:29oW 32 15S 17E 5890
Goose Creek 104105 325110D4 Cassia ID Burley BLM 42:06oN 113:53oW 29 15S 22E 5660
Moburg Canyon 104103 325EB6BE Cassia ID Sawtooth NF 42:03oN 113:10oW 10 16S 28E 6400
Raft River 104104 325CE336 Cassia ID Burley BLM 42:33oN 113:21oW 14 10S 27E 4400
Trail Gulch 104004 325EC02E Twin Falls ID Sawtooth NF 42:18oN 114:19oW 11 13S 18E 6000

ZONE 413

Chinks Peak 103802  Manual Bannock ID Burley BLM 42:51oN 112:21oW 33  6S 35E 6790
Bull Canyon 103704 325204AC Oneida ID Burley BLM 42:22oN 112:42oW 22 12S 32E 6400
Diamond Flat 103904 325EE6C2 Caribou ID Caribou NF 42:52oN 111:13oW 29  6S 45E 7500
Flint Creek 104203 325ED358 Oneida ID Caribou NF 42:05oN 112:11oW 13 15S 36E 5200
Grace 103902 325D023E Caribou ID Idaho Falls BLM 42:43oN 115:31oW 24 10S 39E 6210
Pole Canyon 103903 3253455C Caribou ID Idaho Falls BLM 44:53oN 111:50oW 13  6S 39E 6700
Grays Lake 103102 83751494 Bonneville ID USFWS 43:03oN 111:23oW 26  4S 43E 6391

 NOTE: ALL NESS RAWS ID numbers contain zeros and not “OH’s”.


